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1883 Excerpt: ...herself in respect to her
own failures and shortcomings. She was a
young wife, having been married only a
few months. She had commenced
housekeeping only a short time before, and
like all young housekeepers she necessarily
made a great many mistakes, and met with
a great many failures. Her errors and
mistakes in her housekeeping, and in her
other duties as a wife, were at least as
many, in proportion, as those of her
scholars in their compositions. INow,
suppose that her husband had come and
taken a seat by her side on the sofa on
Saturday evening, when the week was
ended, and had said to her in a kind and
affectionate manner: Now, my dear, I know
you wish to improve as a wife and as a
housekeeper, and in order to help you I
have been observing during this week all
your errors, failures, and short-comings,
and have remembered them all, and now I
am going to tell you what they all are, so
that you may avoid them next week, and
thus more rapidly improve. And then
suppose he were to go on to criticize all her
conduct and her management, and point
out every fault and failing he had observed.
Would this be the way to lead her on to
improvement in the performance of her
duties? How Mary Osborne managed with
her class, on the day when the
compositions were presented, will appear
in the next chapter, or the next but one. 101
CHAPTER XIV. LITTLE JOHNNY.
JARY ALLEN, the girl in Mrs-Wakemans
class who was so much troubled on
account of the blot on her composition, had
two brothers, the one that caused her to
make the blot, and an older one, named
Johnny. The family lived pretty near Mr
Osbornes, and Mary Osborne knew the
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children very well. Johnny did not go to the
Sunday-school. The excuse he had for not
going was that he was lame. He was indeed
quite lame, so th...
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